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Aviator Off To
Cross Atlantic
Can't Be Found

Expect Wilson ".

To Start For
States May. 20

WlAY RECOGNIZE
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BREWERS OPEN

FIGHT AGIST

IV MEASURES LOSS lOUOiiBK
Explosion After Explosion of Great Tanks of Oil Send

Seething Flames Hundreds of Feet Into Air, One Shat-

tered Tank Totally "Wrecking Residence In Vicinity;
Several Firemen Are Injured By Fire and Heat, But
None Seriously; All Available Fire Apparatus In City

, Called To Scene But All Efforts To Halt Frames Un-

available; Flames And Smoke Are Seen For Many Miles

Fire.. which started early yesterday
afternoon in the plant of tlie Union Oil
company at Fifteenth avenue and the i

Santa Pe tracks totally destroyed the
big oil plant and a hide firm nearby
and damaged the stock yards just east
of the oil plant. Total losses last night
were estimated at about $110,000, in-

cluding- a - house at Fifteenth avenue
and Jackson street which was wrecked
by one of the many explosions oi oil
and gasoline that occurreu during the
fir.. ....... .

In addition to losing its entire Phoe-
nix plant, the t'nion Oil company lost
most of its local recorns uurmg tin

FOB ALL RUSSIA

Report Allies Will . Deal
. With .

Anti-Bolslievi- ki

Government As The Offi-

cial Russian Role

WASHINGTON, April 19. Great
interest has been aroused in official
andmiptomatie circles, it was learned
todav, bv private advices from London
stating that Great Britain, France and
Italy and the United States propose
to recognize the Omsk government as
the de facto government of

Hussia as soon as the peace
treaty is signed and the details inci-

dent to it have been concluded.
This proposed solution of the Rus-

sian problem is said in these private
advices to have been intimated by
Premier IJoyd George in discussion of
the situation with British and Russian
leaders in London. Some officials
here, after reading the advices, sug- -

gested that portions of the address of,
the British premier in the house of
commons this week could be taken as
indicating that the associated powers j

had agreed to recognize the Omsk j

government. i

President Wilson, it was learned
authoritatively todav, has information
that an appearance of . bolsheviki
strength is now being made through
the concentration of the armed forces
at single points at the sacrifice of Rus-
sia.1 The president also has been in-

formed, it was said, that bolshevism
nvpidly is losing ground among the
peasant class and with the receipt of
the food supplies which the associated
governments have decided to furnish
the movement will quickly collapse. .

The Paris conferees have been kept
advised of the situation in Siberia
where the Omsk government generally
has been successful, despite local
troubles in the eastern portion, of-

ficials said. The London advices are
said to point out that the stability of
all sections of Russia
under the control of
had led to the decision to recognize
the Omsk government as de facto.

Distinct improvement in the finan-
cial situation in Siberia is indicated in
a cablegram received by the Russian
embassy from the ministry of foreign
affairs at Omsk. The cablegram made
public today asserts that while the!
ready money in state credit institu-- !
tions last July 1 amounted to only
213,000,000 rubles, at present the ready
money in these institutions amounts to
a billion and a hair rubles. Payments j

fire, as well as thousands of gallons of. The crowd was nervous after the lirst
oil and gasoline stored in the plant. blast, and most of the people in it
C E. Beach, district sales manager for expecting a econd one, a rumor hav-th- e

company, said after tire fire it was ing gone around that there was still
impossible to tell how much oil and an underground tank. At every harsh
gas went up in the flames, as stocks "svish" of the flames the crowd would
were constantly varying. The plant's ; jump, and there would be much scui -

the Rhine mav be crossed only at cer-sto-

are said to have tain points whereas a new nollti'jl

PA?'f' 18-- By the Asso- -
Press).--lt was stated in

well informed quarters tonightthat the situation of the peace
negotiations was such that Presi-
dent Wilson probably would be ableto sail home May 20, and possiblya little earlier May 15. The beliefwas expressed that the president
woujd call an extra session of con-gress to convene between May 15
and June 1.

Present indications are that thepeace treaty will be signed beforethe president's departure. Informa-
tion reaching the delegates tends,to show that the Germans are notplanning to take up time and de-
lay the signing of the treaty, asthey desire a settlement of thepeace terms at the earliest possible
moment.

FOCH IS POSITIVE

THERIEISOIY

111 FOR FLUKE

LONDON, April 19. The corresnnnil
ent of the Daily Mail in Paris sends
an interview he had with Marshal
Foch. in which the. marshal is mmteri
as declaring that "our peace must be
a peace of victors ana not of van
quished.

"We must stay on the Rhine,"
Marshal Koch said. "Pray impress
that on your countrymen. It is our
only' safety and their only safety. We
must double lock the door.

"Remember those 70,000,000 Germans
will always be a menace to us. They
are an envious and warlike people.
Their characteristics are not changed.
Fifty years, hence they will be what
they are today. Do not trust the ap-
pearances of the moment."

Marshal Foch then discussed the
possibilities of another war. Assert-
ing that-- , what saved the allies at the
beginning of the present war was Rus-
sia, he asked on whose side Russia
would be in the next war, "with us or
with the Germans?''

The marshal then argued that only
on the Rhine itself would it be possible
to arrest the Germans in the event of
another attack. He talked lone and
earnestly about the Rhine and said
that some people would object that it
would take manv troops to hold the
river.

"Rut it will not take so many as it
would to hold a political frontier for

frontier to France can be broken any-
where," be said. '

"The next time remember, the Ger
mans win make no mistake," said
Marshal Foch. "They will break
through into northern France and
seize the channel ports as a base of
operations, against England. Thev
failed the last time because they did
not believe England would come in and
when they found she was coming in.
ii as too jate to change their plans.

"You think the Germans will have
no arms for another attack? Ho, Ho,
how do you know. By the time vou
found out they had got them it would
be too late."

SETTLE SUNDAY

SEINE ISSUE

FOR LOAN IS
WASHINGTON, April IS. The Sun-

day observance isstie raised by protest
of churches and ministers in a number
of cities against flying circuses and ex-
hibition of moving pictures in connec-to- n

with the Victory loan was met to-
day by the treasury in a decision to
leave-th- e question to each community
affected. Frank R. Wilson, director.of
loan publicity, telegraphed the loan
chairman.of each community where the
flying- circuses of aviators are sched-
uled to appear on Sunday, saying it
was Secretary Glass' belief that the
dates should be abandoned, but that
the trains bearing the airplanes and
crews would be run on schedule and
the exhibitions would be held if all in-
terests of a community agreed.

In this connection Butte, Mont, and
Walla Walla, Wash., were two cities
which flooded the treasury protesting
against any abandonment of air per-
formances in those places. Preachers of
Walla Walla gave up their. objections
when, it waa earned the demonstra-
tions --were to be held in the afternoon
and not during church services.

From scores, of icities today came
word that local loan comittees have
made,all preparations tor opening the
three weeks' campaign with a rush
Mondayt in efforts to raise their quotas
early in the period .and leave the re-
mainder of theilme for pushing sub-
scriptions. '- ;

J Why Puhjie Shsuld Buy - "

"If the obligations already taken by
the banks are to be liquidated," said
the bulletin, commenting on the bilions
Of treasury certificates of indebtedness
already absorbed by the banks, "tha
community at large will suffer from--
continued inflation o bank Credits and
from the high prices that are conse-
quent upon-thi- s condition of affairs.
Only one remedy for the situation now
existing can be applied that, namely,
of subscribing freely, for the govern-
ment obligations when offered and of
paying for them out of the proceeds of
saving, either already accumulated or
to be accumulated from time to time.

"Indeed the urgency for adherence
to this policy is greater now than it
was during the war, inasmuch as at
that time, there : was strict oversight
andVeontrol on the part of the govern-
ment over production, distribution, and
in imeasure consumption, while at
preVent that oversight has naturally
and- - properly been greatly relaxed or,
in many branches of business entirely
abolished. r-- '

, '

'The responsibility, of ' saving and
"conserving resources tnus remains with

those who are the recipients of current
incomes, either from investments or
from salaries and wages, in perhaps a
higher degree than then was previously

' 'true."" .

EAST CHURCH, Eng., April 18
Major J. C. P. Wood loft . East
Church at 3:15 o'clock this after-
noon for Limerick, Ireland, on the
first leg of his attempt to cross the
Atlantic in a short airplane.

Major Wood started his flight in
ideal weather. There was very lit-ti- e

wind. He was accompanied by
Lancaster Parker, a test pilot for
the Short company.

LIMERICK, April 18. Up to
midnight nothing had been heard

' here or at any airdrome in Ireland
of Major J. C. P. Wood, the Brit-
ish aviator who plans an Atlantic
flight and who left .East Church
early this afternoon for the Irishx
base from which he proposes to

his flight for America.

LONDON, Saturday. April 19.
(3:55 a. m.) There still is no news
from either Major Wood or Pilot
Parker who left East Church yes-
terday afternoon for Limerick Is-

land on the first leg of the former's
proposed trip by airplane across
the Atlantic. There is an uncon-
firmed report that a wireless dis-
patch was received from Wood's
airplane when at was over Liver-
pool. This would indicate that he
was somewhat out of his route.

BIESTOSC -

C0I1TI
1919 CROP

NEW YORK, April IS. Julius H.
Barnes, president of the federal grain
corporation, has been appointed wheat
director of the United States by Presi-
dent Wilson, it was announced tonight
at the office of the food administration
in this city.

Mr. Barnes will direct the handling
of the entire 1919 wheat crop and will
administer the $1,000,000,000 fund ap-
propriated by congress to take care of
the crop under the government guaran-
teed price. He was selected for the
place, it was announced, upon recom-
mendation of Herbert Hoover.

In addition to the administration of
the J 1,000,000,000 fund, Mr. Barnes will
remain president of the $150,000,000
government grain corporation, which
will continue to function as the com-
mercial agency for carrying out the
government policies and which also
acta as the purchasing agent of the
American relief association.

President Wilson said in his cable to
Mr Barnes requesting him to become
wheat drector:

"Your responsibility will be directly
to myself after Mr. Hoover's retire-
ment as chairman of the grain corpo-
ration on July 1. The experience which
you have gained and the success which
you have attained in handling the
wheat and cereal crops under the food
administration ha3 been so generally
recognized by expressions from the dif-
ferent sections of the country that 1

feel it would be national loss If we
could not have your service continued
until the completion of this most im-
portant national undertaking.

"I should, like to take this occasion
to express the high appreciation and
gratitude which I have for the services
performed not only by yourself but by
the directors, and other
members of the grain corporation. The
sacrifice which these gentlemen have
given In a time of national emergency,
the skill and integrity with which they
have carried out so difficult an eco-

nomic undertaking, is one which I am
sure the Vhole of your people must
appreciate. I am In hopes that these
gentlemen will remain with you in this
service, and I would be glad if you
would convey to each of them my per-
sonal gratitude for the exhibition of
sacrifice and willingness to national
serivce which is so promising to the
future welfare of our people."

The executives of the grain corpora-
tion in tho.fourteen zones into which
the United States has been divided for
administrative purposes will hold a
meeting in New York next Wednesday
at which the personnel of the grain
corporation for the coming year will be
determined upon. . ?.. ,

LI. A. CHOOSE M
OFFICERS ; El MEET

WASHINGTON, April 18. Results
of the election of officers of the na
tional society of Daughters of the
American Revolution, were announced"
at tonight's session of the annual con-

tinental congress. Balloting during the
day on the various candidates for vice
president general followed a week of
intense political activity on behalf of
the ten cadidates for the seven places
to be filled.

Mrs. Edmnud P. Moody of Delaware,
was elected historian general of the
national society without opposition.
The suecessful candidates for. the jf-fi-

of vice presidents general were
announced as follows: ,

Mrs. Isaac L. Patterson, Oregon:
Mrs. John P. Hume, Wisconsin; Mrs.
James L. Smith, Texas; Stri. Frank
W. Bahnsen, Illinois; Mrs., William II.
vvait. Michigan; Miss Louise H. Cob-ur- n,

Maine; and Mrs. William D. Sher-ro- d,

New Jersey. .

The voting for officers and a visit
to Mount Vernon, where wreaths were
placed upon the tomb of Washington,
made up the entire day's program. At
a general meeting tonight addresses
were given by Dr. William P. Slocum,
president-emerit- of Colorado college
and by Orrin C. Lester, associate di-
rector of the savings division of the
treasury department.

MURDERED0 IN MEXICO

NEW YORK, April 18. Edward L.
Duffourcq, ' an American, assistant
general manager of the Tezlutlan con- -
per mine company, has been killed, anil
(rme Gaisman, a Swiss subject and
Imsiness manager of toe-- company.
seriously wounded by Zapatistas, who
waylaid tnem, according to an an
nouncement here, tonight b.y the Na-
tional Association for the Protection
of American Rights in Mexico,

Jap Statement Hints U. S.

Missionaries Are Con-
cerned In Uprising But
Denies Anv Were Arrested

SAN FRANCISCO, April "l8. Revo-
lutionary demonstrations are spreading
throughout Korea, and "Japanese sol-
diers and gendarmes are firing upon
the people without warning," according
to a letter received by a prominent Ko-

rean today from his wife in Korea. The
letter was given out by the Rev. David
Lee, general manager of the Korean
National Association here.

V NEW YORK. April 18. The Japan
ese government suspects "one or two
American missionaries of a connection
with the present uprising in Korea,"
but has followed the "most considerate
method of dealing with the matter and
has not arrested them," according to
an official cable message from Tokio
made public today by ;honosuke Yada,
Japanese consul general in New York, j

The cablegram denied reports that
at Pingyang '.'a Japanese soldier struck
an American lady missionary with
the butt end of his gun,"' or that at
Noburu-Kaw- a "our soldiers searched
the home of an American missionary
and forced their way into the bedroom
of his wife."

Thorough investigation of the Ping
yang incident, the message said,
showed "the report originated from the
action of a Japanese soldier trying to
force back ihe passage of a crowd with
his gun held horizontally."

Asserting that the riots have been
sponsored by "one Son Ileiki, who is at
the head of a cult called 'Tendo-Kyo- ',

(Heavenly way,) and harbors a mutin-
ous ambition of bringing about a coup
d'etat," the message continued:

"It is a matter of exceeding regret
that a certain portion of the missionary
body has inspired the suspicion that
they have indulged in words and ac-
tions susceptible to political construc-
tions. But the authorities have fver
respected the freedom of faith and at
no time and in no instance have they
closed the churches conducted by the
missionaries. Only those among the
leaders of the Tendocult and the Kor-
ean missionaries who have had an in-

timate connection- - witi the present
rioting have seen put under arrest."

The message asserted the reason cer-
tain native christians-- and Korean
students had joined the movement was
because "they misinterpreted the sig-
nificance of the league of nations and
the doctrine of
Leaders of the uprising, the message
added, bad forced them through threats
to jom the rioters, "in order to gain
public sympathy."

After denying reports of cruelties
practiced on the Koreans, the cable-
gram declared armed forces had been
employed only "in the remote sections
where police powers are inadequate."

Despite the official denial that any
American missionaries had been ar-
rested, an Associated Press dispatch
from Tokio dated April S said officials
of the Japanese war department had
confirmed reports of the arrest at Ping-
yang of Rev. Eli M. Mowery, of Mans-
field, Ohio, an American Presbyterian
missionary.

Dispatches from Seoul, quoting offi-
cial advices from Pingyang, said the
Japanese authorities charged that Ko-
reans engaged in editing and circulat-
ing news of the independence move-
ment had been hiding in the mission-
ary's residence and issuing newspapers
and circulars from the house. The
Seoul dspatches also asserted that the
houses of seven American missionaries
at Pingyang were searched by the Jap-
anese at the time of Rev. Mr. Mowery's
arrrst.

OHIO FIRE STRIKE OVER
CINCINNATI, O.. April 18. A set-

tlement of the controversy between
city firemen and city officials was ef-

fected late today when the firemen
voted unanimously to accept the terms
of Mayor John Galvin under which the
men will be reinstated.

o

DHLS ra
E

- COBDENZ, April IS. (By the As-
sociated Press). .losephus Daniels,
secretary of the navy, this morning had
his first glimpse of American troops
in fighting trim in the occupied area ol
Germany when the second division, in-

cluding a brigade of marines, passed
in review before him in mass forma-
tion, 25,000 strong. Heroes of Belleau
wood and other great battles of the
war marched past the reviewing stand.
The review occupied less than half an
hour. In the marching forces were in-

cluded machine, gun companies and
light and heavy artillery drawn by
caterpillar tractors.

On the hill-to- p parade grounds near
Vallendar on the east bank of the
Rhine, on which the former German
emperor is said to have reviewed Ger-
man divisions on thefr way to the front
in 1914. Secretary Ilia ni els presented a
number of decorations. After the re-
viewing he addressed the entire divi-
sion, telling the soldiers of the appre-
ciation felt by all America for what the
army had done for the cause of liberty
and of the welcome which awaits thenr
when they return homo. The secre-
tary's last words were: . . ..;.,!

. "Good bye, bays, I hope to see you
all in America and soon." ,'

This brought cheers from 25.000
throats, officers and men alike joining
in the demonstration. , '.

DOESN'T BELIEVE
BLANQUETJS DEAD

NEW YORK, April 18. Despite iden-
tification in Mexico City of photo-
graphs from Vera Cruiq as those of the
head of General Blanqtiet, his secretary
Robert Gayon, now in this city, refused
tonight td concede that the former fed-
eral general had been slain in a skirm-
ish last Tuesday, asserting that "there
may have been some mistake about
this - ,

"We expect to hear officially at any
moment from either, Washington, Vera
Cruz or Mexico City.V he said,- "As far
as we can learn, the Mexican 'ambas-
sador at Washington has been unable
to verify the report of the general's
death." .'

Stdrt To Make Beer In Vio-

lation of Regulations No
Action Yet By U. s! Rev-

enue Officials

NEW YORK. April 18. Brewers ot
the New York district took action to-

day intended to speed court determin-
ation of their claim that beer of
per cent alcoholic content may be pro-

duced without violating the food con-

servation regulations, when two of
Iheir mini! or began distribution of a
irew of the strength specified in bar-mi- s

bearing labels describing it as a
beverage.

The kegs, sent out without revenue
stamps, which the collector had re-

fused carried tags announcing- that
sums equivalent to the cost of the
stamps had been deposited in banks to
.iwi.it the claims of the government.
Alfurnevs for the brewers, who ad
vised their aclion. declared that other:
manufacturers in New York and else-- !
wfcer throughout the country also!

onld begin distributing. ' '

Thn beer shipped here manufactured
by the Hoffm.-.- and Gambrinus brew- - j

ries had been made since December'
1. when by presidential proclamation!
:se of. grains for brewing was pro- - '

bibited. to bo modified early this yeaxj
iy permission to make

or "near beer." which the revenue
department classified as containing
if ssi than one half of cne per cent al- -
oholic content.
The Hoffman Breweries notified the

internal revenue collector early this
neek of their intention to resume dis- -'

nibution of the two and three-quarte-

!e.r cent product. This was the stand-"ir- d

during the greater part of Ameri-
ca's participation in the war, under the
food regulations. '

When application for revenue stamps
was denied, the brewers announced
'heir intention of tendering payment
lo the r.uthorities. When this 'was
refused, it was decided by the Hoffman
and also the Gambrinus concerns to
deliver goods without stamps, and
special labels prepared on order of
Klihu Root, and William D. Guthrie,
lor the brewers of the country, were
ittaehed to the barrels. The labels
ontained the following; legend:

beer, containing
rot to exceed per cent of alcohol

y n eight.
"The internal revenue tax imposed

,iy section 60s of the act of congress
f February -- 4, 1919, of t6 for every

barrel containing not more than 30
ralliins has been duly offered to the
'olltfotor of internal revenue for the
district of and upon his refusal
id receive the tax and issue the

stamps, the full amount of the
tax was deposited to his .credit with

bank, thus keeping the ten-
der good. If any attempt be made 10
ei.e the beer, telephone or telegraph
it once to undersUmed." the name of
lie brewer follows.

The text of the labels was contained
in an opinion given to .Chritsian W.
I'eirenspan. president of the United
Slates Brewers association, by Messrs
Itoot and Guthrie. Thisnpinion, writ-
ten when the brewers declared the col-
lector had "threatened" to refuse is-

suance of stamps, advised the proce-
dure begun by the Hoffman and Gam-'.irin-

CWnpanies.
The Hoffman concern is complainant

in the test case brought to restrain
the federal district attorney and the
internal revenue collector for inter-
fering with the production of 2 per
cent beer. Argument on a motion by
the government to dismiss the action
'ins been set for next week.

No U. S. Action Yet
. WASHINGTON". April 18. In ab-
sence of internal revenue Commission-
er Roper, officials of revenue bureau
freight would not predict what action
might be- taken in the case of the New
York brewers, Tho today started

of ber containing i per
cent alcohol, claiming it to be

under existing laws and
regulations. The only actios of the
bureau so far has been to refuse to
authorize the sale of revenue stamps
so brewers desiring to make beer with
this aleoholic content, since regula-
tions place fat one-ha- lf of one per cent
the maximum alcoholic content for

beverages of any
K ml.

By refusing to sell stamps, the bu-
reau Inferentially held that beer con-
taining 2 per cent alcohol was in-
toxicating, but Commissioner . Roper
has not ruled specifically on this point
Kince the question was raised several
weeks ago by the brewers. Before
deciding finally, he has awaited an
'opinion by Attorney General Palmer.
This opinion has not yet been prepared
by the attorney general. The revenue
collector at New York probably will
have to take the initiative in any ac-
tion against the brewers in this case.
It was said tonight by bureau officials.
Vo official report has been received
"oday on the latest phase of the sit-
uation.

NEWS EPITOME
FOREIGN

Report Wilson may start for home
about May 20.

Marshal Foch insists France must
have Rhine to be safe in future.

; Japan says she has been very con-
siderate in treating American mis-
sionaries but hints they are con-
cerned (n Korean revolt.

DOMESTIC
New York brewers begin fight on le-

gality of dry measures under
of Elihu Root.

Sunday showing of flying circusses
is left by local officials by gov-
ernment

All Mexican rebel chiefs are called to
meet to unite for campaign against
Carranza and to choose provisional;
president.

I' '
I

Celebration in Phoenix for returned
service men may be held first week
in may. :

Illinois society hlds annual picnic
ioaay hi casxiaxe par. . ,

Union Oil company plant is totally'
destroyed by fire with loss of
about $100,000. '

earth and .the flames leaped higher
than before the hundreds of spectators
within close range'iof the blast broke.
into what came near a riot, everybody
running frantically away lrom xne de-
struction behind. Outside of numerous
falls and collisions, however; bo ono
was injured.

Burns. For Hours
The fire reached its height just after

the explosion and the Union Oil plant
presented an mass et
flame surmounted by the mile-hig- h

pall of black smoke.' The fire kept
on for hours, however, though there
were no more explosions of important.

Late in tne afternoon . tne tire naa
burnt itself out and nothing remained
but a pile of debris where the oil plant
had been. On the tracks beside it
stood the remains of two railroad tank
cars that had been waiting to be filled
and that had burned with the rtst.
The stockyards to the east were only
damaged, and not very heavily, while
the plant of the Finnigan-Brow- n hide
and leather company nearby was a
total loss with not a wall standing.

Firemen Injured .

The worst injury of the fire, so far
as reportedj ,vas that receive(i by Jake
Earhardt, a fireman who happened to
be standing near the house at Fifteenth

JacSson whe the portion of
went through it--. Earhardt was knocked,
unconscious and suffered aeveral
minor injuries in the wrecking of tha
house, but returned to action after
having his wounds dressed at the sta-

tion. Two other firemen, Massey and
Duncan, were also reported- - injured,
both being overcome by the heat as
they fought. the. flames at close range-- .

Both will recover, , it was said later.
It was at 2:15 when one of the 20,008

gallon gasoline tanks "went-up- " shak-
ing the entire city and causing thous-
ands to fear that an earthquake had
come. Out of the seething maelstrom
of the fire came hurtling a huge black
object, with a cometlike trail of smoke
and fire following it.

Right across the railroad it sailed,
cutting off a pole as it came,
struck the. a.ound. in the middle of
Fifteenth rebounded, then
leaped the ditch alongside the road and
crashed through a house as if there
had been nothing in its patli and
lay smoking. It was the end of tha
big tank, made of heavy sheet steel,
and weighing not less than 1 tons.

The crowd stood paralyzed for an
instant, and then there- - was a wild
scramble for safety. Luckily, the po-
lice had forced them back a full block
just a few minutes before the explo-
sion, else a number of persons would
probably have been killed. Peoplo
shrieked, sirens, hooted.

From the middle of the fire rose
a magnificent column of flame, renins
up and up to a height of fully 1,000
feet. The heat from it struck through
the still air like the blast from a vol-
cano, scorching - the faces of peopla
hundreds of yards away.

Tank Hits Automobile
The other end of the tank, pro-

pelled by the irresistible force of ex-
ploding gas, sailed out. over some bi?
Cottonwood trees, struck in : a field,
rolled along the fence, and at a dis-
tance of fully 300 yards from wher
it started, vaulted an irrigation ditcii
and landed on top of an automobile.
This end weighed over two tons, and
barely missed hitting a big crowd
standing in the road. ,

Several odd features attended the
destruction of the honse, which was
occupied by Ed Sierfogel, a returned
soldier, and his wife. It was totally
destroyed with the exception ' of one
wall. On this wall hung the young
man's" army uniform and against tha
wall leaned his rifle. - '

When the cometlike end of the tank
had passed through, scarcely, a thing;
in the house was left .undamaged
but the United States , uniform and)
rifle stood just' where they were.

Faints and House Goes
About two "minutes Before the ex-

plosion of the tank and the consequent
destruction of their home. Mrs. Sier-
fogel said to her husband. our
home is gone." "O. no." replied tha
husbrfhd. "the fire, will never get over
there." ""But 'its gone," ' insisted bis
wife, and then fainted. It was Just at
that instant that the ' explosion, oc-

curred, and the tank plowed its way
through the house they had left but v.
few minutes before.

The city came very near to losing its
big pump when the tanks
let go. It had been placed Just across
the railroad track, but it got so hot
that it was deemed the part of wis-
dom' to move it.' 'The move had no
more than been completed when, tha
tank came hurtling across the space
the big truck had occupied, . sheaxins
off the' pole by' winch it had stood,
and destrpying the Sierfogel bouse.

Smoke Obscures Sun
. A.ourious feature, of the- big iire
was that it provided shade and com-

fort for hundreds, as well as heat and
discomfort for hundreds-more- . The
ah-- was still, ' The' enormous column

(Continued on page Eight)

District Chairmen
All district chairmen, Victory Lib-
erty Loan, Maricopa county; are
urgently requested to ; meet at the
Chamber of Commerce, Phoenix,
today at 2:30 p. m. to discuss the
campaign, be advised as to' their
quotas and receive their application
blanks and buttons.
Signed: '

.

CHAIRMAN, MARICOPA COUN-
TY VICTORY LOAN COMMIT- -

TEE. .

cavacitv. however, was in the neign
borhood of 90,000 gallons, and was
Icrlv filled Th. oil comnanv's loss
wa.s. placed by Mr. Beach at about
S100.000.

Fire Spreads Rapidly
The fire started ten or fifteen min-

utes before 1 o'clock yesterday, and
according to the generally accepted
report, was caused by the back-firin- g

of a motor truck at one of the filling
racks at the Union Oil company plant.
This was denied by Manager Beach,
however, who said that he could not
account for the fire, but was inclined
to altriDuie u to siauc eiec-mc- u, ,

wnicn iney nau
trouble.

Once under way theflames spread '

......11U1CH1, Lll? HUiB UX m -

being engulfed within lo minutes.
Practically every available machine

and man in the fire department re-

sponded to the alarms, and with hur-
riedly thrown lines of hose the- fire-
men made desperate efforts to check
the fire before' it reached the front
warehouse and office of the plant, and
the portion west of Fifteenth avenue-I- t

was .impossible to make headway,
however, against the flaming oil and
gasoline, and employes of the com-
pany began carrying out- - the office
furniture and records. These were
first placed across thefetreet and most
of them lost when the flames leaped
across.

Thousands at Scene
A crowd ranging high into the thou-

sands- quickly gathered at the fire, at-

tracted by the immense column of
smoke and flames that towered up
over the fire. Fire lines were formed
by the police who turned out almost
to a man under Chief Brisbois, aided
by sheriffs men and such firemen as
could be spared, but much difficulty
was experienced in keeping the crowd
at a safe distance, the general impulse
of the spectators being to surge up
close to the flames and then dash
frenziedly back at the least sign of an
impending' explosion.

Frequent explosions of oil and gaso-
line tanks added to the thrills of the
bystanders and the danger of the men
who were trying to fight the fire. Two
20,000-gallo- n tanks of gasoline and an
equally large tank of distillate were
housed in the front warehouse ot tne
main plant, while iust outside it stood
a 20,000-gallo- n tank' of kerosene. In
addition, there were, numerous small
tanks, and cans of smaller capacity.

Deluge of Oil
As the flames reached the tanks

they were thrown farther by the re-

sulting blast, with the result that the
fire spread with amazing speed. After
the first half hour or less of fighting,
efforts to control it were nearly aban-
doned and the fire fighters withdrew
their lines of hose and trucks, after
losing two hoselines in the spread of
flames. The deluge of flaming oil on
the ground made hopeless any attempts
to save anything.

Soon after the withdrawal of the
firemen, and while many of them were
close to the flames, the big kerosene
tank in the plant exploded, shooting
streams of burning oil across and up
and down Fifteenth avenue and over
the warehouse of the plant. The blast
which fortunately was not as heavy
as a later one. caused the spectators
to run wildly for safety.

With the first big explosion the fire
made renewed speed and swept over
the front buildings of the plant and
across the road to the portion of the
plant there. The cloud of tmoke grew
heavier than before and flames leaped
hundreds of feet into the air, p unctu-ate- d

by frequent minor explosions that
caused the spectators to jump fear-
fully. . . -

Explosion Jars Whole City
It was about an hour after the start

of the fire , that the big explosion of
the day came, jarring the entire' city
and giving rise of rumors of earth-
quake. The big warehouse of the plant

ad by this time been nearly consumed,
with its three huge "tanks exposed. Two
of them luckily burnt without blowing
up. but the third, a gasoline filled tank
6.ploded with a blasi .that shpolj win-- ,
dow lights downtown and could be
heard for miles around.

As it exploded, the big tank parted
in the middle, one-ha- lf flying off
straight north above the same street
The southern half descended in a field
alongside1 the road and jumped over
into ft, rolling over' until it struck the
side and rear ofa big motor car,
crumpling it up and setting it-- on fire.
The fire was extinguished before the
car had been damaged more than $300.'

' Residence Demolished
The portion of tank that went north

wa.s even more destructive landing on
the ground after a flight of about two
blocks and smashing its way through
a four-roo- m house at Fifteenth and
Jackson. The house, which was oc-

cupied by Edgar Siervogel, a' returned
soldier, was empty. The tank prac-
tically demolished it. in going through
and then came to a stop in Jackson
avenne outside. ' .

The portions of tank were accom-
panied in their flight by smaller bits
of debris and flaming clods of earthr
which descended m nearly a deluge for
a radius of nearly two blocks about
the fire. As the explosion jarred the

of taxes and cu;
been increased more than 12 times
since the Omsk government came into
existence.

'o

GERMAN SITUATION
,
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STILL LOOKS DARK;

UNLOAD FOOD SHIPS

LONDON, April IS. A German
wireless dispatch received here this
afternoon dealing with the situation in
Germany says:

"The general strike at Bremen con-
tinues, but the unloading of food ships
is assured.

"The communists of Munich, in ex-

pectation of heavy fighting, have oc-

cupied all the roads leading to 'Munich
and provided them with field artillery,
stationed field posts around the town
and had trenches dug and provided
them with machine guns.

"Government troops have advanced
to Bachau and are in touch with the
communists defenders.

'General Meeker has been instructed
to dismiss the existing government in
Brunswick, dissolve the workmen's
council and form a new government.
No resistance is expected."

Strikes Spreading
BERLIN, April 18. (By the Asso-

ciated Press) The strike oft metal
workers and bank employes spread to-
day to. the employes of department
stores and specialty shops. Efforts to
provoke a general strike are regarded
as a renewed attempt of the radical
opponents of the government to launch
insurrection which would paralyze all
lines of industry. .

The police this morning confiscated
200,000 copies of the Red Flag, printed
in Leipzig, consigned to a suburb of
Berlin for distribution in the capital.
The., police also headed off a large
edition of Spartacus, issued in Frank-
fort, and sent by express to Berlin.

Ebert Conciliatory
BERLIN, Tuesday, April --15.By

the Associated Pressl-Jteport- s of the
conforence at Weimar between Presi-
dent Ebert and representatives of the
Berlin bank strikers say that Ebert
declared the government fully

with the '.demands of the
strikers and admitted their right to
self determination on all questions of
working conditions. Differences could
only arise, he said, regarding the path
to achieve the demands.

President Ebert asserted that the
former lordly attitude of the capitalists
must be buried.

ROAD CONGRESS PICKS ROUTE

MINER WELLS, Te. April 18.

The "all Texas" route of the Bankhead
National highway from Memphis to El
Paso was adopted today, by the direc-
tors of the Bankhead highway associ-
ation. Proposals that the highway ruti
through Oklahoma and make a scenic
loop from Sweetwater, Texas, through
of Roswell, were voted down after live-

ly arguments. ' . '.,."-- '

NATIONALS OPEN TODAY

BOSTON, April 19. The - National
baseball season will open here tomor-
row with morning and afternoon games
between the Boston Braves a nd, the
Brooklyn Dodgers, , It was announced
tonight that J'itchers Cadore and Pfef-fe- r

would occupy the mound for the
Brooklyn aggregation, with Rudolph
and Nehf fumishinff he local onnosi- -

t tion. Those will be the only champion -

ship major league games played' to -
morrow, the , season., oeing advanced
fronf Wednesday in order to allow the
local club to take advantage s the
holiday. ; ,:. ''. ..

t


